	A levels JCQ exam entries data (see overleaf for comments)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	1995
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2001-2007
	Average
	Stay on (2006)

	French
	27,563
	27,487
	25,881
	23,579
	21,310
	18,341
	18,407
	16,053
	15,335
	14,864
	14,248
	14,381
	14,615
	 
	 
	 

	Spanish
	4,837
	5,232
	5,606
	5,644
	5,876
	5,702
	5,743
	5,550
	5,748
	5,861
	6,173
	6,414
	7,152
	 
	 
	 

	German
	10,634
	10,726
	10,440
	10,228
	9,677
	8,718
	8,575
	7,139
	6,876
	6,306
	5,834
	6,153
	6,406
	 
	 
	 

	Chinese
	956
	1,152
	1,038
	1,188
	1,286
	1,359
	1,439
	1,736
	1,914
	2,119
	2,055
	2,447
	2,422
	14,132
	2018
	131%

	Italian
	913
	986
	970
	891
	963
	920
	945
	857
	839
	795
	790
	874
	830
	 
	 
	 

	Urdu
	895
	999
	1,093
	655
	857
	837
	671
	707
	728
	742
	762
	731
	644
	4,985
	712
	12%

	Russian
	426
	486
	555
	549
	573
	581
	531
	493
	569
	545
	651
	632
	729
	4,150
	593
	47%

	Welsh L2
	543
	495
	504
	635
	522
	572
	506
	540
	489
	559
	517
	561
	468
	 
	 
	 

	Arabic
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	299
	258
	364
	426
	441
	476
	2,264
	377
	34%

	Welsh
	349
	360
	358
	336
	336
	350
	336
	373
	361
	353
	402
	387
	378
	 
	 
	 

	Turkish
	125
	137
	176
	211
	225
	259
	188
	241
	276
	280
	370
	340
	340
	2,035
	291
	33%

	Irish
	300
	291
	335
	287
	325
	295
	275
	253
	253
	285
	306
	291
	281
	 
	 
	 

	Japanese
	374
	352
	353
	383
	339
	340
	228
	249
	287
	254
	251
	291
	261
	 
	 
	 

	Panjabi
	185
	269
	253
	268
	182
	229
	226
	134
	183
	160
	199
	235
	184
	1,321
	189
	18%

	Persian
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	120
	135
	142
	176
	217
	206
	996
	166
	 

	Portuguese
	113
	118
	135
	124
	143
	151
	110
	163
	139
	165
	172
	186
	238
	1173
	168
	31%

	Modern Greek
	239
	268
	260
	281
	219
	233
	127
	180
	129
	154
	154
	110
	138
	 
	 
	 

	Polish
	115
	114
	104
	128
	127
	152
	84
	103
	91
	138
	126
	170
	208
	920
	131
	69%

	Dutch
	27
	42
	38
	16
	23
	17
	37
	30
	39
	73
	113
	108
	149
	 
	 
	 

	Bengali
	147
	131
	132
	147
	54
	67
	58
	56
	57
	60
	83
	71
	63
	448
	64
	4%

	Gujarati
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	41
	29
	53
	45
	41
	43
	252
	42
	4%

	Modern Hebrew
	32
	32
	50
	33
	34
	25
	18
	30
	41
	44
	41
	54
	76
	 
	 
	 

	TOTAL ML
	48,773
	49,677
	48,281
	45,583
	43,071
	39,148
	38,872
	35,347
	34,776
	34,316
	33,894
	35,135
	36,307
	 
	 
	 

	ALL SUBJECT ENTRIES
	730,415
	740,470
	777,710
	790,035
	787,734
	768,658
	776,319
	711,197
	740,320
	749,576
	769,771
	785,773
	805,657
	 
	 
	 

	% MFL of total entries
	6.68%
	6.71%
	6.21%
	5.77%
	5.47%
	5.09%
	5.00%
	5.00%
	4.70%
	4.60%
	4.40%
	4.47%
	4.51%
	 
	 
	 

	* Arabic, Persian and Gujarati specifications first examined in 2002
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Source: JCQ final exam entry data. Provisional data for 2007 is in red. Final 2007 entry data should be available in May 2008. Ordered on 2006 figures, descending. Note final figures for Irish and Welsh as well as all subject entries for 2006 will be available shortly. The data covers all schools, FE and Adult college and individual entries in England, Wales and Northern Ireland.
Statistics on Community Languages uptake at AS and A Level 
Comments from Joanna McPake, Director, Scottish Centre for Information on Language Teaching and Research (SCILT)

This spreadsheet is based on JCQ entry figures for the main community languages at AS and A Level (original data available from the CILT website at http://www.cilt.org.uk/research/statistics/education/Alevel_JCQdata2007.xls) . These include provisional data for 2007.  N. B. the figures for Chinese do not differentiate between Cantonese and Mandarin.


Some additional information has been added which has been calculated on the basis of the JCQ data and the GCSE figures. There are three new columns which show:

A) How many people sat A2 qualifications in the main community languages since 2001.
 
B) The average number of candidates each year
 
C) The 'stay on' rate

The ‘stay on’ rate shows the percentage progressing from GCSE to A2, over two years. It is a ‘proxy measure’ because not all A2 candidates in a given year sat the GCSE two years earlier – some may not have sat GCSE at all, and some may have done so, but at another time. However, on the assumption that most A2 candidates follow the standard path, this figure gives an indication of the extent of uptake for each language, in relation to the pool of potential candidates (i.e. those who have sat GCSE two years before).

 
In this case, the ‘staying on’ rate is calculated by comparing the proportion of those who sat A2 in 2006 in relation to those who sat GCSE in 2004. 

NB the 'stay on rate' for French and German in 2006 is 5%, so most community languages do considerably better than that. 

The reason for the seemingly contradictory figures for Chinese, where more people have sat A2 than GCSE for the past three years (not just 2006), is that community language learners of Chinese believe that the GCSE has been made easier, to respond to the introduction of Mandarin as a foreign language, and the CL learners are thus going straight to AS/A2 without bothering with GCSE, which is now, in their view, 'too easy'. 


