Guide to Planning a Multilingual Poetry Day

By Chatham Grammar School for Boys

Aims of the event: 

1.To celebrate the rich diversity of culture which exists within our community. 

2. To have the opportunity to see different community groups perform song and dance.
3. To have the opportunity to listen to a range of people, including poets, carrying out poetry readings, many in the original language, alongside their translated versions.  4. To have the opportunity to participate in the public readings of the poems.   

5. To have the opportunity to work alongside pupils from different schools and of different ages and also adult helpers, in a workshop aimed at advancing your enjoyment of poetry. 

Preceding the event:

Pupils from all schools in the local authority will be invited to enter a poetry competition. Pupils may submit poems on one of the three themes below:

1. ‘Who do we think we are?’
2. ‘Waiting’
3. ‘Olympic Values’
If pupils would like to submit an entry in a foreign language then this would be valued. In such cases, their English translation should be attached to it. Each entry must be attached to the completed pro forma. Some of these entries will be on display during the multilingual poetry day itself and there will be prizes for the winning entries. Entrants must identify on the pro forma which category they are entering.  
Staging of the event:

The Medway multilingual poetry day will be held at the local Corn Exchange, in a large room which can support around 300 pupils. The room will essentially be divided into two, with the front section being set up to enable pupils to sit opposite the stage to view performances, whilst the rear of the room will be laid out with tables and chairs to facilitate the group work. The main resources for the day will be a stage, microphones, sound system if appropriate, resources to stimulate the group work, and display boards with a selection of the multilingual poetry entries on display. Children will need a suitable place to have their packed lunch (if not the same room) during morning break and lunchtime, whilst teachers and helpers will be provided with a buffet over lunch. The venue should be carefully checked out prior to booking and the exact requirements for the event discussed and agreed, ideally followed up in writing.  

Celebration:

A large sample of children’s work produced for the multilingual poetry competition will be on display during the day itself. All participants in the day will receive certificates and all winners of each age category will be invited to the event.  

Prizes will be awarded to the winner of each age category. Winners who can’t attend will also receive certificates and prizes. Winning entries will be displayed at www.poemsfor.org and will therefore have an international audience.
The evaluation of the event: 
Evaluations will be distributed towards the end of the event and collected in. There will be evaluation forms for pupils, teachers, visiting poets and other helpers.
Support available:

1. Your Local Authority may well be willing to support the event by helping with the administration or funding the location for example. Advisors, ASTs and others will also be keen to market the event with schools they are working with. The person responsible for community schools will also be instrumental in marketing the event with these schools.

2. Charities may well be willing to finance an aspect of the event.

3. Some organisations can be very helpful in helping to obtain poets for the event.

4. Community schools will be very important to the success of the event. They may help to encourage their pupils to speak to their schools about it and may also be willing to perform on the day itself.

5. International partner schools could be involved in submitting multilingual poems which could be integrated into the competition and the display.

	Session
	Event
	Requirements

	
	
	

	Welcome

10-10.20am
	A dance group to help launch the event
	Stage

	
	Introductions
	Students sitting in lines facing the sage

	
	Health and Safety briefing
	

	
	
	

	Group work

10.20-10.30am 
Launch of group work by international athlete including overview of their own inspirational story.

10.30-11.10am 
Groups will use a variety of stimulus material to develop their own poem based on a set theme.
	Pupils working in groups of five (mixed age) on the theme of ‘Olympic Values’.
A variety of stimulus material available on each table to support the theme.
At the start of the session, outline that some groups will have the opportunity to read their poem in the afternoon session, with three groups being selected for prizes.


	International athlete to launch the group work

Poets at hand to support groups

Tables suitable for groups of five (+ a space for a helper)
Resources to support the group work, e.g. the Paralympic and Olympic values, photos of iconic Olympic buildings, photos of Olympic participants



	
	
	

	Morning break  

11.10-11.30am
	
	Students will have brought packed lunches to the event but drinks may be available
Refreshments available for teachers and other helpers

	
	
	

	Poetry readings 
11.30-12.00
	Poets and students will read out their poems (in language of origin) along with students or poets reading out the translated version.  


	Stage, microphones, lecterns

	
	
	

	Musical performances
12.00-12.30pm
	A variety of community groups will perform traditional songs and dance.
Musicians from a mainstream school will have produced their own work to perform as part of their A-level course. It will be on the theme of ‘Celebrating Diversity’.
	Stage, sound equipment

	
	
	

	Lunch
12.30-1.10pm
	Students have packed lunch. For teachers and guests there will also be a buffet.  
There will be the opportunity to have a look at the displays of work submitted as part of the bilingual poetry competition.
	Buffet available for teachers and helpers

	
	
	

	Puppet Show
1.10-1.20pm
	Bilingual Puppet Show on the theme of ‘Celebrating Diversity’.
	Stage, microphones

	
	
	

	Groups read their poems

1.20-1.45pm


	A selection of groups will read their poems.  Teachers and other helpers will have helped to identify suitable groups.
	Stage, microphones

	
	
	

	Celebration

1.20-1.30pm
	Prizes will be awarded (for the bilingual poetry competition which preceded the event).
	Stage, microphones

	
	
	

	Drama performance 
1.30-1.40pm
	Year 7 from a mainstream school will perform a short sketch on the theme ‘Who do we think we are?’.
	Stage, sound equipment

	
	
	

	Celebration

1.40-2.00pm
	More prizes will be awarded (for the bilingual poetry competition which preceded the event).

Prizes will be awarded for performances and work on the day.
	Stage, microphones

	
	
	

	Evaluation of the event

2.00-2.20pm
	Whilst the final group is setting up, pupils, teachers and helpers will complete a simple evaluation form.
	Evaluation form

	
	
	

	Final performance

2.20-2.30pm
	Community groups will perform dance and song.
	Stage, sound equipment

	
	
	

	Close

2.30pm-2.35pm
	Final reflection and look to the future.
	Stage, microphone


