M: Delphine, You’ve just come back from the south Pole?
F: Yes, I was on a group of islands in the Antartic, situated 13,000 km from France.

M: Why did you go there

F: I study animal ecology at the University of Paris. When my professor gave me a book on these islands and told me to go look for volunteers I didn’t hesitate for one minute. It was an amazing opportunity to study certain species.
M: And did you enjoy being on the lslands?

F: Yes, a lot

M: How long did you stay there for?

F: 16 months, but the time passed really quickly. When the boat came to fetch me, I didn’t want to leave at all. I was very sad to leave such a magical place.

M: What did you do exactly?

F: My work consisted of following the population of 10 species of birds

M: Really?
F: Yes. Each month I had to send a report to my lab in Paris. In summer I had lots of work. In winter it was much quieter.

M: And what did you do the rest of the time?

F: I learnt how to make bread and croissants. And, like everyone else, I cleaned and participated in social activities like putting on theatre shows.

M: Were there many of you

F: Yes. There were mainly scientists like me and a few soldiers, but also a doctor, a cook and a mechanic.

M: Were there any problems between you?

F: No. We go on really well. There was a harmony between us. Living in such isolation we became very close.

